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TO KENILWORTH ROAD
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coming weekend, tonight's game has its own significance. As you'll read

“ If vou didn't have the pleasure of witnessin
welcome you a

r«r."- -Soas0n fI Bndlies ther

what promises a fascinating night of foo

CLUB OFFICIALS
CHAIRMAN: Nick Owen

elsewhere in tonight’s issue, it's five years to the day that the Hatters last MANAGING DIRECTOR: Gary Sweet
played a League Cup tie at Kenilworth Road - and & lot has happened DIRECTORS: Paul Bailantyne, David Blakeman,
since... Bob Curson, David Wilkirsson
With a number of former Swindon players in the Town's ranks, there is ASSOCIATE DIRECTORS: Stephen Browne,
plenty of interest in the tie that pits two past winners of the competition SN ESERCH. B0 E tu v
FINANCE DIRECTOR: Roger Sannister
together. HONORARY LIFE VICE PRESIDENT:
After Tonight's fare we're back at Kenilworth Road again for the big John Buitle
one against AFC Wimbledon - the Town's first home match back in the VICE PRESIDENTS: Richard Banks, Ciff Bassen,
Football Leagus. We'll have a special 100-page issue of Talk of the Town Jack Sapsworth, Rob Stnnger
' FIRST TEAM MANAGER: fohn Stll
so make you get hold of your copy! ,, eyt
FIRST TEAM COACH: Hakan Hayrettin
COACH: Dawd James
GOALKEEPING COACH: ‘=fl Wood
FITNESS COACH: Dave Richardson
5 THE BOSS PHYSIOTHERAPIST: Simon Parsell

KIT MAN/MASSEUR: Darren Cook
YOUTH TEAM MANAGER: Paul Driver
HEAD OF YOUTH: Wayne Tumer

HEAD OF YOUTH OPERATIONS: Marc Tracy
CLUB SECRETARY: Kevan Piatt
COMMERCIAL MANAGER: David Hoskins
STADIUM MANAGER: Peter Kemp

17 SWINDON TOWN HEAD GROUNDSMAN: Richard Bird

o RETAIL MANAGER: Mile Hooker
All you nead know about our visitors from the County Ground CATERING MANAGER: David Romans

FINANCIAL CONTROLLER: Taniz Buonpane
26 AND IF YOU KNOW YOUR HISTORY... | PRESS OFFICER: Andrew Bamnger

B : | CLUB DOCTOR: Dr Paul Desisy
Club historian Roger Wash delves into his archives CLUB CHAPLAIN: 2ian West

SAFETY OFFICER : Leon Bistkbum

John Suil looks ahead 10 tonight's cup tie

10 AROUND TOWN
A round-up of the news at Kenilworth Road

41 M E E TTHEN E‘W B OYS OFFICIAL MATCHDAY PROGRAMME

A guide to the new faces atl Kenilworth Road this summer EDITOR: Andrew Bamingsr

45 PRE-SEASON CATCH-UP

A briel summary of the Town's pre-season
results

PRINT: Sariham Group

DESIGN: Haather Eliis - Relish Design

With thanks to Tom Otrebsié at Swindon Town.
Additional artwork by Paine Proffi.

48 FIXTURES AND RESULTS

Follow the Hatters' progress throughout 2014/15 The vizws i s programime Sre 1nose of The

coninbutors and not necessanly those of the
=ditor and/or Luton Town.

§ www lutontown co.uk £ facebook.com/lutontown %% GlutonTown 3



5 without saying what fantastic support \
game of the season at Carli
backing, but woi

v us all awav and

said many tmeas
of our team — so than!

Part in Our viclory.

| think Saturday, in a funny w
emotional day |

that so many

eir Football Le:

S WO were ma

n o the League, | thoug
ell

formation and we

therefore




It was unbelievably heavy, having been used for the
Horse of the Year Show a wesk before!

| hardly need 1o add that we aiso beat Arsenal 19 years
later to lift the trophy too, and we really should have won
a year after that when we reached the final again and lost
to Nottingham Forest.

So a very warm welcome to everyone from the County
Ground tonight and let's hope for a cracking match.
Swindon are a League 1 side. of course, so it will be
interesting 1o see how wa shape up sgainst them.

| must put in a word, as always, about our magnificent
support. Some 5,700 season tickels have been soid,
well over a thousand travelled all that way 1o Carlisle for
our first match of the new season and record sales in the
shop on the day we !aunched the new kit. Over and over
again — thanks.

The plavers are only too well aware of our magnificent
following and the newcomers are relishing the prospect of
running out at @ packed Kenilworth Road. The players who
did so well Iast season are also raring 1o go in the higher
division, They did brilliantly last time - | see no reason why
it shouldn't be th

Enjoy the game i e ks

g www lutontown.co.uk E7 facebook.com/lutontown
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| have gone on record and said how important the move
here has been to me, as it came at a ime when | was
even considenng giving up the game completely.

The backing and support I've received from the
manager, my ieam-mates and you the supporess are the
main reasons why I'm still playing and why |'ve got my
love of the game back again. It was a huge pleasure (o
be abie 1o put on the armband for the opening game of
the campaign back in the Football League at Carlisle at
the weekend.

The result made it even sweeter, 100. But what a
difference a year makes. 12 months ago we were l0sing
at Southport and | was sent-gff! Seriousiy, though, that
result at Southport goes to show you cannot read too
much into opening day resuits. We went onto win the
league by 19 points in the end and finished way above
Southport. That's why you won't see us getting too excited
about the Carlisle result because there is a long, difficult
season ahead of us.

What pleasad us the most about Saturday was our
second half performance when Carlisle came back at
us, [t highlighted the hard work we put in on the training
ground.

In training, the gaffer's methods has the back-four,
goalkeeper and one holding defender atiempting to stop
11 attackers and we put defending that into practise in
the second 45 minutes at Brunton Park. For a good 25
minutes it was backs agains! the wall stuii but. apart
from hitting the post, we restricted Carlisle to shots from
distance. We were not fazed by the pressure that Cariisle
put us under, and that training exercise stood us in really
good stead.

While we want to keep our feet on the ground it wasn't
difficult to be impressed with the result and, especially,
the winning goal. Cully was in the right place at the right
time to finish off a lovely move.

g www.lutontown.co.uk ﬂ fascebook.com/lutontown
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FROM THE
DRESSING ROOM
WITH SKIPPER
STEVE McNULTY

To get the longest trip of the season out of the way in
the first game and to come away with &l three points is
extremely pleasing, and | doubt many teams will leave
Carlisle with thres points. | wouldn't fancy many ieams’
chances of going there on a cold Tuesday night in wiriter
and getting something.

That brings me nicely on to the support we receved on
Saturday. To see over 1,000 of you really brought home
to us again — and especially to the new lads — how special
this club is. On behalf of all the dressing room thank you.
You gave us that littie extra lift, especially when we were
up against it in the second half.

Tonight our sttention tums away from the League and
towards the Capital One Cup. We have a few ex-Swindon
lads in our sige and Benno, Smudger and Rooney's past
with them will add that littie extra spice.

| know their manager Mark Cooper well and he's done a
really geod job there, They were unlucky not to reach the
Play-Offs in League 1 Iast vear so we know how tough the
tie will be.

The pressure will be off us but we know if we can play
to our potentizl we can beat anyone here at Kenilworth
Road.

Last season this place was a fortress for us, and 1t
would give us & great platform to build on if we could
begin our home campaign with a victory tonight.

The League is our bread and butter but there's nothing
like getting into winning nabits early on in the season, no
matter what the compettion.

it promises 1o be 2 great occasion so get behind us
tonight and enjoy the game.

¥ clutonTown 9
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BY THE SAME PEOPLE WHO BROUGHT TO YOU THE
IF YOU DON'T WANT TO MISS
OUT ON BEING PART OF LUTON’S NEXT BIG THING

www.museummakers.Co.uk

Or visit Wardown Park Museum to register in person. Participants must
be available from 11.30am on Saturday 16 August 2014. The first 300
people registered will receive a special Museum Makers gift on the day.
If you can't find your own boater, boaters will be available on the day.

Wardown Park Museum, Old Bedford Road, LU2 7HA
01582 546 725

e ¥/ Mrscomc.  Luton k -!ooo
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As the new Sky Bet Football League season kicks-off,
fans across the country are being set the challenge
of creating a “‘Wall of Colour at their side’s opening
home league match. Fans can get involved by donning
their club’s famous colours, as well as finding the most
innovative ways to show off their love for their team
through social media using #WallofColour.

The Hatters will be looking to kick off the new season
in style, with the first home result often proving a useful
pointer 1o a team's prospects for the season ahead.

Last season, none of the 10 clubs that won promotion
from the Sky Bet Championship, League 1 or League 2
lost their first home league match. Additionally, none of
the nine clubs that were ultimately relegated won their
opening home game.

The game will be the Town's first home league fixiure
back in the Football League since being relegated to the
Conference and we want to show everybody what they
have been missing by tuming Kenilworth Road into a
sea of orange and creating a memorable atmosphere to
inspire the team to victory — so get those orange shirts,
t-shirts and scarves - or just anything orange - ready on
Saturday!

Supporters can also take advantage of a £10 discount

New kit now on sale!l

Town trio Alex Lawless, Jake Howells and Alex Lacey
were in the club shop to sign autographs and pose for
photographs 10 mark the availability of the new replica
shiris and goalkesper jerseys, and Garsth Owen was on
hand to capture supporters’ purchases — you can see
more of those on page on 37.

As we revesled in June, all the new shirts will be
manufactured by Fila. Following the supporter poll back in
March — in which Hatters fans were asked to vote on their
preferred shirt colour — this season’s home shirt will be
orange, but distinctly different to last campaign’s offenng.
The first choice colours are completed with navy blue
shorts and white socks.

The away shirt will be 3 distinctive orange and
navy-blue striped number with a round-neck collar
that features a plain navy blue back. The change
coiours are accompanied with white shoris and nawy
socks with orange trim. Also new for 2014715 will be
& classy, predominately white, second change shirt
which encompasses orange and nawy-blue trim. This
shirt is joined by an orange shorts and orange socks
combination.

on any of the new shirts if they trade in their orange
or white shirt from last season (one trade-in per new
shirt purchased). This offer is available up until, and
including, Tuesday 30th September. This cfier only applies
to purchases made in the club shop and not online.
Any retumned shirts from last season will be donated to
chartable causes in the UK and overseas.

New kit prices: Shirts: Adult sizes £40, junior sizes and
infants £30, baby sizes £25. Shoris: Adulis £17, junicors
£17. Socks: Aduits £7, juniors £6.

QUARTET SENT
OUT ON LOAN

three-month deals. MidfRelder Rees and striker Banton
have joined Bigglesvwade Town, midfielder Smith has
joned Hitchin Town, whilst défender Longden has joined
Maidenhead LUinited.

We wish them all the very best of luck dunng their ime
away from Kenilworth Road on loan,

€@ www lutontown.co.uk

8 n facebook_com/lutontown
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Don’t forget...

LTFC season ticket holders travel at child

rate on match days. Don‘t worry
about parking, connect
with the Busway at

Luton Station and
get dropped right
outside the
ground.

arrivabus.co.uk/south-east @ ARR'VA
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SEASON TICKETS AVAILABLE AT ANYTIME PRICES
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- &; LUTON TOWN v AFC WIMBLEDON
L SKY BET LEAGUE 2

-2
SATURDAY 16th AUGUST 2014, KICK-OFF 3pm

Tickets for this match are now cn sale at normal matchday prices. £20 aduits, £15 golden seniors
and young adults, £12 seniors, £8 youths, £5 juniors.
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SKY BET LEAGUE 2

TUESDAY 19th AUGUST 2014, KICK-OFF 7.45PM
Tickets for this match ars now on sale at normal matchday prices. £20 adults, £15 golden seniors and young
aduits, £12 seniors, £8 youths, £5 juniors.
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ACCRINGTON STANLEY v LUTON TOWN
SKY BET LEAGUE 2
SATURDAY 23rd AUGUST 2014, KICK-OFF 3PM
Selling arrangements for this match will be confirmed in due course,
We have been given an allocation of 350 sests and 1,600 terrace places.
Prices for seats and terracing: £20 adults, £15 64+ and students with ID,
£10 under-18s, £5 accompanied under-12s.

R
e SHREWSBURY TOWN v LUTON TOWN -#8-
SKY BET LEAGUE 2 o4
SATURDAY 30th AUGUST 2014, KICK-OFF 3PM
Selling arrangements for this match will be confirmed in due course.

We have been given an zllocation of 990 seats in the Provision CCTV North Stand for this match,
Prices: £20 adults, £15 over-65¢, £14 students with NUS ID, £12 juniors 12-18, £5 under-11s,
Disabled adults, seniors or students £15 with free carer.

Juniors charged dependant on age category (above) with free carer.

Buy tickets: Q. Ticket office, Keniiworth Boad  § www.eticketing.couk/iutontown 01582 416576




Bursting with ideas

L
\

Travel by train to London and take advantage of our great value
tickets. Visit firstcapitalconnect.co.uk and find heaps of ideas for
free days out with all the top places to head to.

“ Vaild for Super Ofi-Peak ticke!s only. Tevms and conditions apply. See website for detalls.

First Capital Connect




WITH COMMERCIAL MANAGER DAVID-HOSKINS

Welcome back to our all our corporate guests and sponsors for our first home
match of the season against Swindon Town in the Capital One Cup.

Throughout the season we will continue to notify
supporters of any availability of packages on a match-by-
match basis via the official website and in forthcoming
programmes.

For our home Sky Bet League 2 match with Bury a
week tonight we have match and matchball packages
up for grabs. If you're interested then please do get in
touch with us.

PACKAGES AVAILABLE THIS SEASON

-

Seating in the directors’ box with an
exciusive-pre-match two-caurse meal,
waiter senvice and cash bar avallable
before, during and after each game.
Team shests and programmes
are-ineluded for each guest-and

Treat your child to a matchday mascot
experience al Kenilworth Road this coming
season. The mascol package s a day to
remember for any young fan.wanting to
meet their heroes and lead Luton Town
onto the Kenilworth Road pitch.

man-pf-the-match and receive

photographs of you with him. '
' Matchball Sponsorship offers a

unique opportunity for guests 10 sponsor
the matchball at Kenitworth Road - and
then keep it afterwards with the players™
autographis. The package is a fantastic way
to-enjoy excellent hospitality whilst promoting
your business o entetaining fiends, family
or clients.

Also hosted in-our £nc Moracambe
Lounge, the matchball spensors will enjoy a
two-geurse meal before being seated in the
directors’ box 10 watch the. match. 1o top off
2 great day, you will get the chanee-to enjoy
our post-match presentation and feceive your
signed ball from the man-of-the-match,

15
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bartham group

media « design * print

01582 573471 « www.barthamgroup.com . info@barthamgroup.co.uk

PROUD TO PRINT THE LUTON TOWN MATCHDAY PROGRAMME



welcome

SWINDON TOWN )

This evening’s game doesn't just represent the Hatiers'
first home game as a Football League club since 2009,
but also pits two previous League Cup winners together.
The Robins famously beat Arsenal inthe 1969 final - then
as a Third Division club, the level that tonight's wisitors find
themselves in today. And of coursa, who can forget the
Town's triumph in the 1988 final — also against Arsenal.

Whether or not both clubs ean challenge for honours in
the competition this season remains to be seen, although
the Hatters can look at Bradford City's exploits in the
League Cup from two seasons ago when the Bantams
defied the odds to go all the way 1o the final as a League
2 outfit,

Swindon, though, will provide the Hatters with a stem
test. Mark Cooper - the former Kettering, Darlington and
Peterborough manager - guided the Robins to an eighth
place Tinish in Leapue 1 last term — just siX points shy of a
crack at the Play-Offs.

In Cooper’'s first season at the helm the Robins reached
the third round of the League Cup and were losing Area
Finalists in the Johnstone's Paint Trophy, losing out to
eventual winners Peterborough. Cooper’s side got offto a
winning stan at the weekend, comfortably beating newly-

excalibur

@D

promoted Scunthorpe 3-1 at the County Ground. One
man the Town will need to be wary of this evening will
be striker Michael Smith, who scored twos of the Robins’
goals. The young striker scored twice on his debut last
season having joined the club from Chariton this year.

Tonight's visitors ended iast season with six wins from
their final nine matches including victories over Preston,
Shefiield United and Brentford, the latter of which went
on to win promotion to the Championship. Cooper will
be hoping his side ean improve their form away from the
County Ground, however. The Robins won just five times
in 23 away fixtures last tern —a statistic that ultimately
cost them a place in the top five. Swindon won 14 times
at home, losing just six times.

As we elude to on page 21 there is also plenty of
current ties between the two clubs in the respective
dressing rooms. The Hatters have ex-Swindon players
Paul Benson, Jenathan Smith and Luke Rocney, whilst
the Robins’ Yaser Kasim spent time on-loan at Kenilworth
Road two seasons ago. The Ireqi intemational midhelder
was restricted to just 11 appearances in Town colours
under Paul Buckie but has gone onfo flourish at the
County Ground. Since making the move permanant in
2013 from Brighton he has become a first team regular
in the middle of the park for Cocper.

You have to go back 1o January 2008 for the last
time the Town met Swindon at Kenilworth Road and
the Hatters will be hoping the result this evening will be
better than on that occasion when the Robins ran out 1-0
victors courtesy of a Christian Roberts goal.

To find cut more about Swindon Town visit: www.swindontownfc.co.uk

17
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SUPPORTING
FANS WITH
OUR MOST
POPULAR
CARD.

§ . Our Capital One Classic credit card_
already has over 4.4 million fans.

Find out more at capltalone co.uk
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PROUD SPONSORS OF
THE CREDIT CARD THAT SUPPORTS THE SUPPORTERS. THE CAPITAL ONE CUP.

® A registered mark of Capital One (Europe) ple. Registered Office; Trent House, Station Street, Nottingham, NG2 3HX. Registered in
England and Wales. Company Number: 3879023. Authorised and Regulated by the Finandal Conduct Authority.



AN AT-A-GLANCE GUIDE TO OUR VISITORS FROM THE COUNTY GROUND

» THEBOSS

MARK COOPER. A midfielder as a player with over 450
senior apperarances to his name, Cooper began his
managernial carser with Tamworth before taking over
at Kettenng. He then moved to Peterborough
and then Dardinglon, where he won the FA
Trophy, before rejoining Kettenng in 2012,

A short spell at AFC Telford followed before
he replaced Kevin MacDonald at Swindon in
August tast year.

» GOALKEEPERS

WES FODERINGHAM. Former Fulham trainee
who signing for the Robins in January 2012 from Crystal
Palace following a successful loan spell. Helped the club
win the League 2 title in the same season and penned a
new deal Iast summer.

TYRELL BELFORD. Highly-rated young goalkeeper signed
last summer afler his release from Liverpool’s academy.
Made his debut in the lohnstone’s Paint Trophy and his
league bow last February.

» DEFENDERS

NATHAN THOMPSON. Tough-tackling, fans' favourite
who was named captain this summer. The defender
rose through the Robins’ youth ranks and made his
breakthrough into the first team during 2012/13.

NATHAN BYRNE. Versatile member of Mark Cooper's
squad, the defender can play at left-back, right-back,
wing-back or right-wing. Staried his career as a youngster
at Totenham.

DARREN WARD. Vastly experienced defender who
arrived at the County Ground in 2013 afier & successful
loan spell. Began his carser at Watford before four years
at Miliwall. Joined Wolves in 2007 before re-signing for
Miliwall in 2010.

JACK BARTRAM. Versatile young defender or midfieider
who signed for the Robins last summer having previously
been on the books at Tottenham. His performances last
term led to an extended deal.

RAPHAEL BRANCO. Brazilian centre-half who arrived at
the County Ground last summer after a successiul trial.
Began his career as & trainee at Brighton.

MATHEW JONES. Young left-back who has come
through the ranks at the County Ground and signed
professional forms this summer.

JOSH LELAN. Mobile defender currently on an initial
one menth's loan from Championship Derby County.
Graduated from the Rams’ academy and spent time
on loan at Gateshead last term.

» MIDFIELDERS

MASSIMO LUONGO. Another former
Tottenham man in the Robins' ranks, the
Australian midfielder played in this summer's
Wortd Cup Tor the Socceroos. Signed for
Swindon after a successful loan spell.

RYAN HARLEY. Experienced midfielder who joined

the Robins in July 2013 following his departure from
Brighton. Made his name as & youngster at Exeter before
a spell at Swansea.

YASER KASIM. No stranger to Kenilworth Road, the Iraqi
central midfielder spent a short spell on loan with the
Hatiers during 2012/13. Came through the youth ranks at
Brighton before penning a pemanent deal at the County
Ground last season.

LOUIS THOMFSON. Young Welsh midfielder who came
through the ranks at the County Ground. Together with
brother Nathan, he made a little bit of history when
the two became the first brothers 1o play in the same
Swindon side since 1947.

BEN GLADWIN, Former Reading trainee who penned
professional terms with the Robins in November 2013.
The midfielder signed from Marlow and made his debut in
g Johnstone's Paint Trophy win over Stevenage.

ANTON RODGERS. Midfielder who is the son of
Liverpool manager Brendan. Amived at the County Ground
this summer following his release from Oldham. Began his
career as a youngster at Chelsesa.

P> STRIKERS

CONNOR WALDON. Swindon-bom atiacker who came
through the youth ranks and made his debut at the end of
the 2012/13 campaign.

MICHAEL SMITH. A January 2014 signing from
Chariton, the striker made the perfect siart to his Robins
career with a brace on his debut against Shrewsbury.
Ended last term with eight goals © his name.

GEORGE BARKER. Another former Brighton scholar who
made his debut for the Seagulls in 2013. Joined Swindon
last year having previously been on the books at Newpont
County.

To find out more about Swindon Town visit: www.swindontownfc.co.uk 'l 9



Swindon supporter Roger Bunce has seen
it all at the County Ground: the eccentricity
of Paolo Di Canio to the pragmatism of
Mark Cooper. But, much to his relief,
he didn’t see one infamous match at

Kenilworth Road...

TALK OF THE TOWN: Tell us about the Robins’
transfer activity over the summer. Are you

pleased with the way the squad is shaping up?
ROGER: Last year we used the loan market really well,
thanks to links with Spurs. There is not & lot of cash to
throw about here so it looks like it could be a case of
using the loan market again. We do have some youth
players coming through but we could aiso do with
getting a couple of experienced players in to guide the
youngsters.

TOTT: Which Swindon player should Hauers' fans keep

an eye on tonight?

ROGER: One of our home grown players, Louis
Thompson. He’s the younger brother of club captain
Nathan and a hard working midfielder who can only
progress with more matches.

TOTT: Paul Benson has now signed for Luton following
a hugely successful loan spell last season. Were you
disappointed to see him fade out of the picture at the
County Ground? What about fellow League 2 winner
Jonathan Smith?

ROGER: Paul Benson was very popular with the fans

- an honest, 100 per cent player who found the net
for a few goals in his tme here. Jonathan Smith was a

hard-working midfielder, the type every successiul team
needs. Probably never wins 100 many man-of-the-match

awards but is vital 1o keep the midfield functioning.

TOTT: Hatters' fans know Mark Cooper well from

his days at Kettening. Were you surprised by his
appointment? How have the fans taken 10 his siyle of
play?

ROGER: Mark was a surprise appointment 10 everyone.

His style of football of keeping possession has
sometimes upset a few, who would rather see a long
ball. But coming from nowhere and taking us 10 eighth

place - in view of what was happening off the pitch - he

has much 1o be proud of.

20

feel he was unfairly realed by Sunderiand?
ROGER: Paolo Di Canio was someone
completely different. He kicked every ball
and made every tackle, such was his
passion. He changed the fans’ attitude and
the ground, which had become somewhat
quiet, became a ground full of passion, as
the manager's ways moved onto the temraces.
| remember when we scored a Iast minute winner
at Northampton — and who was in the penalty area
celebrating? It was Paolo. He got in trouble with the
authorities, but the passion was there for all to see. At
times his previous antics didn't help him. Siting just
behind the dugout, | could see that he got into trouble,
while members of the away bench seemed 1o avoid
punishment. The other side of Paocio was shown when
he amanged for two long serving members of the Town
backroom staff, Roger Reeves and Curley Withers, 10 sit
on the bench at Wembiey.
| always thought it would be a problem for him at
Sunderiand, as | could not see Premier League players
reacting in the way he would want them to. it was
bound to end in tears.

TOTT: What are your memories from past games
bstween the sides?
ROGER: One game which will be remembered by
Swindon fans is the game on 4th November 1972,
the first match afier the one and only Don Rogers was
sold. We won thanks to a Ray Tracey goal. The player
with the impossible task of following Don was Tommy
Jenkins, who scored just five gozls, including one at
Luton.

| aiso had one lucky escape at Luton. When | was
visiting Dunham and Haines, onge of the employess
offered me a ticket for the infamous Millwall game in
1985. Thankifully, | declined the offer.

TOTT: What are your ambitions for the season ahead?
Where does a league cup run rank in the list of
priorities? What's your pradiction for tonight's game?
ROGER: Our ambition this season is for the club to
finish as high as possible, {0 keep the season going
for as long as we can. As for the League Cup. 3 match
against Chelsez like last season, to see the ground full
to the rafiers. Prediction for tonight: 2-1 Swindon!
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Hatters mudfie

1athan Smith

and
Luke Rooney and stnker Paul Benson
all enjoyed success with the County
Ground outiit and all picked up League
2 winners medals following Swindon’s
utle success under Paclo Di Canio In
2011/12.

Smith made 48 appearances

umes; Benson struck 15 goals in 39
games; whilst Rooney scored twice in 32

appearances.
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3 Tuesday night victory
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however, 15 defende

onto become a fans

Road after signing from Swine
ady played
over 120 umes for the Robins before Joe
Kinnear persuaded hum 1o join the Hatters
and the rehable defender would go on an
make 199 league appearances in Luton
vear spell.
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in 1969 Swindon lifted the trophy as
a third division club with a stunning 3-1
victory over Arsenal in front of almost
100,000 at Wembley.

The Robins saw off Torquay, Bradford,
Blackbum, Coventry, Derby and Bumley
en-route to the final and weren't given a
chance of besting Bertie Mee's Arsenal side.

Arsenal began on the front foot, but the first goal came
from Swindon in the 35th minute, against the run of play,
when Roger Smart gave the Robins the lead. A mix-up
between defender lan Ure and goalkeeper Bob Wilson
over 2 backpass led to confusion in the Arsenal defence,
and allowed Smart to capitalise and score.

Leading 1-0 at the break, the second halfl was again
one-sided, with Swindon's tactics being those of all-out
defence to protect their lead. Swindon goalkeeper Peter
Downsborough prevented numerous Arsenal players from
scoring, including saving efforts that looked unstoppable
from Jon Sammels and Bob McNab.

Swindon continued to hold on as time ticked down but
with four minutes left Downsborough tried to claim a ball
and fumbled, allowing Bobby Gould to equalise with a
header and take the game into extra-time.

Swindon dominated extra-time. A header from Smarnt
rebounded off the post after beating the Arsenal
goalkeeper, and from the resultant comer, Don Rogers
became a Swindon hero just before the end of the first
period. Arsenal failed to clear the comer and in the
goalmouth melée Rogers coolly controlied the loose bail
and fired it from close range into the net.

Hurt, the Gunners responded in search of an equaliser.
but Ure lost the ball in the Swindon haif to Smart, and
Arsenal were caught on the counter-attack. A long pass
from Smart to Rogers, who receiving the ball midway
between the halfway line and Arsenal's penalty area,
ran unopposed all the way 10 goal, rounded Wilson and
sealed victory for Swindon in the 109th minute:

If there are any neutral Arsenal sUpporters inside
Kenilworth Road reading this tonight they won't need

8 www lutontown.co.uk

2 n facebook.com/lutontown

reminding that the Town also recorded a
League Cup triumph over the Gunners,
some 19 years later at Wembley in 1988.

Ray Harford's side had beaten Wigan,
Coventry, Ipswich, Bradford and Oxiord on
their road to Wembiley but, although the
Hattars were in the top flight at the time,
they were still massive underdogs against
an Arsenal side including Tony Adams, David
Rocastle and Alan Smith,

In arguably one of the greatest cup finals
of all time (yes, we're biased, but come
on...) the Town took the lead when Brian
Stein finished smartly in the 13th minute to
give the Hatters a lead at the break.

Arsenal upped the pressure in the second half and
substitute Martin Hayes levelled for the Gunners on 71
minutes. Rattled, the Town conceded a second three
minutes later through Alan Smith to give George Graham's
side the lead.

But then came the moment that changed the game —
and history. Rocastle’s theatrics won him a penaliy but
Andy Dibble was the Town's saviour, tuming away Nigel
Winterbum's effort from 12 yards.

That spurred the Town on, and with eight minutes left
Kingsley Black's left-wing cross was helped on by Brian
Stein and nodded home by Danny Wilson from close
range.

With their tales up there was only ever going to be one
winner after that and Stein had the final word in the last
minute when expertly finishing Ashley Grimes’ right-wing
cross to ensure the Halters' place in history.
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FOOTBALL HISTORIAN
TO TWO OF

» 1969 LEAGUE CUP WINNERS

PETER DOWNSBOROUGH: Ever-present goalkeeper
who made 274 League appearances before joining
Bradford City in November 1973. Later working at a
power station, he has settled in Elland.

ROD THOMAS: Welsh international right-back who
followed Dave Mackay to Derby County in November
1973. Later with Cardiff, Gloucester and Newport County,
he became a publican in Stroud.

JOHN TROLLOPE: Record appearance holder who
became Swindon's coach, then manager from November
1980 until March 1983. Awarded the MBE, he had a
spell as the Robins’ youth team boss.

JOE BUTLER: Versatile midfielder who netted 18 goals
in 362 League games prior 10 joining Aldershot in August
1978, then piayed for Witney Town. He has since run his
own taxi firm in Swindon.

FRANK BURROWS: Central defender who became
Swindon’s assistant-boss. He has held vanious coaching
and management posts, including spells in charge of
Cardiff City, Portismouth and Swansea.

STAN HARLAND: Ever-present captain who joined
Birmingham in December 1971. He managed Yeovil and
Gravesend & Northfieet, then ran a delicatessen in Yeovil
until his deatn in September 2001.

DON HEATH: Winger who moved to Oldham Athletic in
July 1970, then Peterborough United, Hartiepool, Crook
Town and Gateshead. Seftling back in his native Stockton,
he became a buyer for ICI.

ROGER SMART: Striker who netied 43 goais in 349
League games before joining Chariton Athistic in May
1973, then Bath City. Melksham and Trowbridgs. He was
licensee of The. Plough in Swindon.

JOHN SMITH: Ex-England Under-23 intemational who
joined Waisall in June 1871. Briefly their manager, then
Dundalk's player-boss, he managed a social club in
Harlesden until his death in February 1988,

PETER NOBLE: Ever-present striker who netied 62 goals
in 216 League games before joining Bumley in June
1973, then had a spell with Biackpool. He has since run
his own sporiswear business in Bumley.

DON ROGERS: England Under-23 winger who reunited
with Bert Head at Crysial Palace in November 1972, Later
with QPR, Swindon again and Yeovil Town, he has since
run his own sports shop in Swindon.
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to the future

TRACES WHAT HAPPENED

GREATEST POST-WAR TEAMS

» 1992/93 PLAY-OFF WINNERS

FRASER DIGBY: England Under-21 goaikeeper who
joined Crystal Palace in August 1988, then Bamy, QPR
and Kidderminster. Later Swindon’s commercial manager,
he now works for Sports Solutions GB.

NICKY SUMMERBEE: Another England Under-21
international who later played for Manchester City,
Sunderiand, Bolton, Leicester City, Bradford City, Swindon
again and Tranmere. He is now invelved in propery.

PAUL BODIN: Weish international left-back who netted
37 goals in 239 League games in two spells, moving to
Reading in June 1996. Later Bath City's player-boss, he is
now coaching back at Swindon.

GLENN HODDLE: Ex-Engiand international midhelder
who was player-boss until June 1993, then managed
Chels=s, England, Southampton, Spurs and Wolves. He
runs his own Soccer Academy in Spain.

COLIN CALDERWGCOD: Scotiand intemational who
later played for Spurs, Villa and Forest, then managed
Northampton, Forest and Hibemian. He has since
assisted Chris Hughton at various clubs.

SHAUN TAYLOR: Ever-present centrai defender who
moved to Brstol City in September 13896. Later Forest
Green Rovers’ assistant-boss, he has held coaching posts
al Exeter City and Torquay United.

JOHN MONCUR: Hard-tackling midfieider who joined
West Ham in June 1894. Since hanging up his beots in
May 2003, he has become a bom-again Christian and
was briefly chairman of Grays Athletic.

ROSS MACTLAREN: Scottish favourite who became
reserve team boss. Later Aston Villa's chisf scout and
Notts County's assistant-manager, he now owns the Blue
Beil Inn in Kirk Langiey, Derbys.

DAVE MITCHELL: Australia intemational striker who
moved to Millwall in October 1893. He has since coached
Sydney Olympic, Sydney United, Pamamatia Power and
now manages Perth Giory.

MARTIN LING: Midfielder who netted ten goals in
152 League games before joining Leyion Orient in July
1986, becoming their manager. He has since managed
Cambridge United and Torguay United.

CRAIG MASKELL: Striker who joined Southampton
in February 1994, then Brighton, Happy Valley, Leyton
Orient. He has since assisted Steve Cordery at Hampton
& Richmond, Aylesbury and Staines.



THERE IS ONE PLAYER IN PARTICULAR WHO IS EXCITED ABOUT THE TOWN'S

CAPITAL ONE CUP TIE AGAINST SWINDON -

*I'm looking forward to it,” Smith toid Talk of
the Town after heaning of the draw which handed
the Hatters a home tie in the first round of the
League Cup. "1 had a great time at Swindon and
| feit | enjoyed a really good relationship with
the fans. it was a greal experience, especially
playing under the manager there at the tme.

“t gave me & lot of expenence which | have
brought with me to Luton. Swindon's a great
club and obviously this game is going 1o be of
big interest to me.”

On the tie itself, Smith added: “We'll go into
the game holding no fears. Being at home is an
advantage and I'm sure our fans will get behind
us which will give us a chance of causing an
upset.”

Smith made an emotional retum to the Town
side in the final game of the season at Hyde
on 26th Apnl — four months to the day that he
broke his leg in the 2-1 win over Barmet on Boxing Day.

The midfielder is hopeful that he can play apart in the
tie having made huge stndes in his recovery durng pre-
season that has seen him involved in the Hatlers' friendly
matches

“I've been working hard over the summer and my
recovery has been going really well,” expiained Smith.
“There have been no ill effects, | fes! gooc‘ | feel fit. |
can't wait for it to start. I'm rarng 1o go.”

Smith appeared 48 times for the Robins either side of
two spelis at York, and the midfielder is looking forward to
locking homs with his former employers tonight.

*I have very good memories of Swindon,” Smith added
*I had a great time at the County Ground, the fans
were superb and being part of the title winning side was

8 www lutontown. co.uk E facebook.com/lutontown

-MIDFIELDER JONATHAN SMITH.

“It is an interesting draw for me, Paul Benson and Luke
Rooney were aiso at Swindon at the time of that success.
“Both clubs have a got a very good cup pedigree and
hopefully we will do well in what will be a very close

malch.

“We've done well in cup competitions in recent seasons
against higher league opposition — the wins over Wolves
and Norwich are moments tha

Stnker Paul Benson s another Town man eager o do
well tonight. The 34-year-old enjoyed a superb campaign
for the Hatters last season netting 18 goals whilst on-loan
from the County Ground.

But while Benson, now a permanent fixtura at
Kanilworth Road, will look forward to being reacquainted
with some former team-mates, the forward is hoping the
Hatters can cause an upset.

“It's 2 very winnable game,” said Benson. "We're at
home and for us that is a massive advantage as lasl
season our form at Kenilworth Road was fantastic.”

t | will never forget.”

¥ slutonTown 25
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wi iS a.busy and
expensive time to be a
Luton Town supporter. From

mid-january 1988 through

to mid-March the Hatter
would play only four
League games but would
feature in 11 cup ties!

The Town had fought their way
through to the Littiewoods Cup
final, where they were due to:be
playing Arsenal at Wembley, wered
about 1o play an FA Cup quarter-
final against Portsmouth and
amidst all this had suddenly found
themselves about to contest a
Simod Cup semi-final against Swindon.

The Simod Cup was open to all full members of the
Football League (the top twa divisions) and seemed to
sneak up on the club given that the Town had received
a bye until the third round. Swindon, on the other hand,

*had embarked on the road to Wenibiey at the first round
stage.

In the third round & crowd of only 5,204 at Goodison
Park had seen teenager David Oldfield score twice in a

% 2-1 victory over Everton, which was remarkable given that
' youngsters Gary Cobb, Richard Harvey, Manvin Johnson
and Ricky McEvoy were given rare outings in the Luton
E side.
§  Next up were Stoke in round four at Kenilworth Road
with Mick Harford and Brian Stein each scoring twice in
a comfortable 4-1 win. Suddenly the Town were through
to the semi-final where the opponents would be Swindon
from Division Two (now the Championship).
r ' The Robins, who had won promotion at the end of
the previous season, had seen off Blackburn at Ewood
- - Park before beating top flight sides Derby, Chelsea and
Norwich all at the County Ground. They were certainly on
~ aroll.
Such was interest in the game from the Wiltshire end
- that 3,500 supporters travelled to Kenilworth Road to

| YESTERDAY’S PAGES
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Luton Town 2-1 Swindon Town Simod Cup semi ﬁnal 8% March 1988

boost the-gate to 10,027, which was
better than most of our League gates
that season.

The game itself was a cracker played
outina ‘omir:al' cup-tie atmosphere
with the Town-enjoying the majority of
the first haif with Swindon taking the

The Hatters went ahead on 28
. minutes wWhen Brian Stein headed in
Tim Breacker’s cross and all seemed
set fair for another trip to Wembley.

Swindon had other ideas, though,
and mana$r Lou Macari's half-time
ueanﬂa!k seemed to work with the
Town on the end of a battering in the

'The d&served equaliser came in the
67th minute when a Jimmy Quinn freéskick was too hot
for Luton goalkeeper Les Sealey to handle with Keiran
O’Regan quickest to the logse ball which was hammered
into the back of the net.

Lifeline

., The Hatters were then given a lifeline with 15 minutes

to go when lan Allinson was bundled over in the area
by Dave Hockaday and Harford srashed the resulting

'penany siralght at Fraser Digby in the Swindon goal.

“An extra 30 minutes was therefore called for which

the Town could’have done without given their punishing
schedule and an FA Cup quarter-final to fight in three days
time. AR

After Swindon’s Paul Bodin hit a post with a 25 yard
effort, the Hatters came back into the game and with
substitute Kingsley Black running at the Robins’ defence,
the tide began 1o tumn. It was from a run by Black that the
winner was secured after 109 minutes when his cross
was headed back across goal for Mark Stein to nip in and
deflect the ball past Digby.

“We rode our luck a little bil”, was Lufon manager Ray
Harford's comment afterwards.

The Town were now through to Wembley again where
their opponents would be Reading, alsc from Division
Two...but the least said about that game the better!
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The Town produced their normal 20-page programme for the visit of
Swindon. As 1o be expected the issue was dominated with preparations
B for the forthcoming Littlewoods Cup final against Arsenal — thoughts about
B possible trips. to Wembley Ini the Simod Cup and'FA Gupwer_; lmlyon
B the back bumer.
Details of ticketing amrangements for the Arsenal clash were pubﬁshed
(standing tickets £8) and the club secretary revealad that he had received
nundreds of lettarsﬁmn fans pmfemngm have heensupportas_smce

in ﬂteBobbers S%and foryea:sdespr!a the{act !hallMEx_ SU
were now a permanent fixture!

vAUXHMALL. B ONCE DRIVEN,
FOREVER SMITTEMN.
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A path to your future
0800 013 0925 www.beds.ac.uk/path17

Drop in to our Luton or Bedford

campus from 28 July 2014 .

#pathtobeds



This evening's game will be the Town's 5.242th match in
the fustory books but tonight's encounter will only be the
seventh played on 12th August.

Hall of the previous six games have taken place in the
Leazud Cup, with the Town taking on Colchester United,
Yeovil Town and Plytriouth Argvle in the competition in
1997, 2003 and 2008 respectively.

The ether three games, against Cardiff.City, Notis County
and Norwich City, have taken place'in Division 2 (row
the Ehampionship). Division 2 (now League 1) and the
Championship: respectively.

Overall'the Hatters' record could not be more black anid
white: Three oFthe matches have been won and three
of the fixtures have been |ost. The Town have scored 10
tumes in‘these games and conceded seven.

Fittingly enough for this evening’s game, the last time
the Town played on this day was also the last time the
Halters took part in a League Cup match at Kenmiwarth
Road before relegation 1o the Conference,

That night, Plymouth Argyle, then in the Championship,

(12™ AUGUST

DAY

In 2003 the Hatters were in League 1in what was Mike

were the visitors, and goals from Rossi Janvis and Tristan = |
Plummer gave the Town a comfortable 2-0 win before a i

Newell's.debut season in the hotseat. His first cup fiture
saw newly-promoied Yeovil Town visit Kenilworth Road on

sparse crowd of 2,.862.

However, the Hatters! un in the competition would
come 1o an abrupt end in the Aext round with a 5-1 defeat
against Reading at the Madjesk Stadium - the Iast time
the Town wotild play in a League Cup tie...untl tomight.

The Town's previous teaguefixture on- 1214 August came
in 2006 in the Championship against Nonwich at Carow
Road.

The Town had begun their second campaign in the
second tier follewing promotion in 2005.in good styvle,
winning-their opening two matehes. atd goals from Rowan
Ving dnd Dean Morgan had the Hatters on their.way to
seemingly another victory. However, the Canaries had
other ideas and three goals in' 14 minutes from Damen
Huckerby, Lee Croft and Robert Eamshaw sealeda
dramatic tumaround.

Town boss at the ime, Mike Newell, said afterwards: At
2-0 I'd have certamly been ipoking to take something from
the game, but yeli take it'on the chin and move on.”

a warm August evening.

The Glovers, who were relegated from the Championship
las] season, had won promotion o the Foothall Leasue as
Conference champions in 2003.and a healthy follawing
from Somerset boosted the attendance at Kenilworth
Road for their first ever League Cup Le'to B.337.

On the pitch the Town led at the break thanks ta Kevin
Foley's firstever goal forthe club but Yeowl levelied shortly
after the break after Emmersen Boyce scored'an own
goal. But that spurred the Hatters{o go up a gear, and
gealsan the final 34 minutes fram Tony Thorpe, Courtney
Pitt and Steve Howard sealed a comfortable 4-1 win,

In Pivision 2 (now the Championship) the Towh lost 2-1
at Cardiff in 1972 with John Aston scoring from the spot...
in 1997 the Hatters beat Colchester 1-0 thanks io sole
Tony Thorpe goal in the first round first leg of the League
Cop:-and in 2000 the Hatters' new cra under manager
Ricky'Hil ended in 3 1=0 home dafeal © Notts County in
Division 2 {now League 1),

eovrw lutontown.co.uk facebook com/lutontown

mLutonTown




UPTO 80% OFF RRP

www.designerbranddirect.co.uk

COMING SOON
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EXCLUSIVELY INCLUSIVE

JUST ADD FUEL® - THE ONLY PACKAGE
TO INCLUDE 3 YEARS’ INSURANCE!

YEARS ¢
INSURANCE® | JucT
WARRANTY @ ADD.
SERVICING F\E_r:
107 ACTIVE CAR TAX"
ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE
From £149* per monTH
WITH JUST ADD FUEL® 208 ACCESS
+Al% CONDTIONING From £169% per moNTH
* 85,7 MPG
* MPIPLAYER CONNECTIVITY W[TE-{ "UST ADD FUEL& 3m8 ACC ESS
e LS SED DR FrRoM £279% PR MONTH
+ 5* EURC NCAP SAFETY RATING WITH JUST ADD FUEL®

* AIR-CONDITIONING
* MULTI-FLEX INTERICR AND SPLIT TAU GATE
* AUTOMATIC HANDSRAKE WITH HILL ASSIST

AT TSN A YNNI/
P
DRIVE AWAY HAPPY

Car insurance. It's a biggie. So why is it missing from other pockages? Only Just Add Fuel includes
comprehensive insurance with your monthly payments. So all you need to do is Just Add Fuel. And with
great fuel economy across the Peugeot ronge, those trips to the petrol station will be few and for between
To arrange o test drive, simply contact us today

MOTION & EMOTION PEUGEOT

HARTWELL PEUGEOT DUNSTABLE

77-87 London Road, DUNSTABLE, LU6 3DT Tel: 01582 443523
www.dunstable-peugeot.co.uk

The official fuel consumption in mpg (/100km) and CO2 emissions (g/km) for the: 107 range: Urban 52.3 - 55.4 (5.4 - 5.1), Extro
Urban 70.7 - 74.3 (4.0 - 3.8), Combined 52.8 - 65.7 (4.5 - 4.3) and CO2 104 - 99, 208 range: Urban 34.9 - 78.4 (8,1 - 3.6), Extra
Urbon 62.8 - 88.2 (4.5 - 3.2), Combined 48.7 - 83.0 (5.8 - 3.4) and CO2 135 - 87. 3008 range: Urban 28.2 - 72.4 (10.0 - 3.9), Extro
Urbon 48.7 - 76.3 (5.8 - 3.7), Combined 38.7 - 74.4 (7.3-13.8), CO2172-99,
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BUY IT EVERY SUNDAY FROM YOUR LOCAL NEWSAGENT

All bets are off!

Imagine you are working the gate at Dagenham &
Redbridge, your salary a few quid and a free ticket.

You watch the game, go home, stick on Sky Sports
where Real Madrid are playing Osasuna. “Ah,” you think.
“Banker — I'll have a fiver on that.”

All standard, innocent Saturday fare. Except now, thanks

to new betting rules, you could find yourself hauled before
the FA.

As of 1st August, it is an effence for any employee of
any football club - including directors, owners and some

subcontractors — to place a bet on any match in the world.

Previcusly, it was only illegal for club staff to bet on a
competition in which they were involved, but those rules
failed to prevent a string of high-profile incidents.

In July 2009, three Accrington players were handed
lengthy bans for betting against their own side in a
final-day match against Bury. Last vear also saw England
winger Andros Townsend fail foul of the rules after he bet
on Premier League games whilst on loan at Leads from
Tottenham Hotspur.

And the biggest casualty of all was Ronnie Moore,
sacked as manager of Tranmere in March after placing
a total of 95 wagers — none against his own team — on
matches in the Football League. His winnings? £3.93.

Now the FA have moved to remove any ambiguity by
siapping an cutnght ban on all betiing in football, with
punishments ranging from bans and fines to criminal
prosecution for the most serious breaches.

“The idea is to make it as simple and clear as possible,”
said Darren Bailey, the FA's director of football govemance
and regulalion,

“When you start slicing and dicing. you have people
asking ‘Can | do this? Can | do that? Is this competition
OK?' Then you get situations like we've had in the past.

“Now it will be very difficuit for anybody to argue that
they didn't understand their responsibilities. And | think it
will be welcomed. In my experience, peopie in sport like a
rezglly clear line and once they've got that they are happy
to go with i.”

_g www. lutontown.co.uk n facebook . com/latontown

By Chris Dunlavy

So back to the fella st Dagenham - would he really
be prosecuted? In theory, yes. In reality, it ain’t going
to happen. Because whilst the FA has ‘prosecutorial
discretion’ in every case, the realily is that it only has so
much cash.

“There’s no Immunity,” says Bailey. “All employees
of a football club are covered, along with certain
subcontractors.

“But we're all football pecple and we're pragmatic. We
want to deal with this in a proportionate and practical way
and we'll focus our rassurces on the most senious and
significant cases.”

So the Dagenham tumstile operator can fiutter away, but
there is one ¢aveal — he has to kesp his trap shut ifhe's
got some gossip on the latest signing.

“If you are in and around a club environment. you may
happen to know if someone is injured or who is taking
pengities, or have inside information on @ managerial
appeintment or transfer,” said Bailey.

“Telling people those things may seem harmmless but
if that information can be used for betiing, there is the
potential for that to be deemed an offence. The message
is "Be careful what you say and who you say it to".”

And to think a trip 1o the bookies used to be a siaple of
every player's pre-match routine.

W ziuvtonTown 3 9
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MEET THE NEW BOYS

Been away on holiday? Not been to the friendlies? Or just too busy take note
of the new faces who have arrived at Kenilworth Road this summer?

Well there have been nine

wade b sk S
madie DY |Gh I

5o, with a number of them in line to feature

tonignht, we tho

guICK run-gown of who s who

Detailed profiles of these and indeed the whole squad,
will be featured in Saturday's programme.
CURTLEY WILLIAMS
Position: Defender
Signed from: Lowestoft Town
Bio: A former Ipswich scholar whose primary position
is right-back. Spent time in Spain at the Glenn Hoddle
Academy before spells in non-league. Helped Lowestoft
to the Play-Offs in his first season before enjoying another
successful campaign in Suffolk last term, with the club
winning promotion thraugh the Play-Offs.
ROSS LAFAYETTE
Position: Striker
Signed from: Welling United
Bio: Strong and pacey frontman who scored 39 goals
in 90 matches with former club Welling, who he helped
win the Conference South in 2012/13. A regular scorer
further down the pyramid he also has expenence of
coaching in the United States.
RICKY MILLER
Position: Striker
Signed from: Boston United
Bio: Last season’s Conference North player of the year
and top goalscorer who ended the campaign with a
haul of 28 goals for Boston. Previously on the books of
Rothwell and Stamford, the striker began his career on
the books at Charlton as a youngster.

ANDY DRURY

Position: Midfielder

Signed from: Crawiey Town

Bio: No stranger 10 Kenilworth Road, midfielder Drury
retumns to the club he ieft in January 2011. Scored eight
goals in just 26 matches in his first spell for the Hatters
after joining from Stevenage. Left the Town for Ipswich,
playing in the Championship before two spells al Crawley.

Position: Defender

Signed from: Crawiey Town

Bio: Hugely experienced right-back who has enjoyed
almost 10 years' worth of football in the Championship
with spells at Plymouth, Leeds, Derby and Millwall. Most
recently with Crawley.

LUKE WILKINSON

Position: Defender

Signed from: Dagenham & Redbridge

Bio: Centre-half who has previously played under John
Still whilst with Dagenham. The former Bristol City and
Portsmouth defender enjoyed a successful spell on-loan
at Darrford before nailing down a place with the Daggers
and was voled their player of the year two seasons ago.

CHARLIE WALKER

Position: Striker

Signed from: Peacehaven & Telscombe

Bio: Prolific striker who joined the Hatters after scoring 43
goals last season as Peacehaven won promotion. Joined
the Town on tnal this summer and scored twice in the
friendly against AFC Dunstable before being snapped up
on a permanent deal.
MARK ONYEMAH
Positien: Defender
Signed from: Thumrock
Bio: Young lefi-back who arrived at Kenilworth Road at
the same time as Walker having also impressed on tnal.
Rose through the youth ranks with Thurrock and made his
debut as a 16-year-old.
LEE ANGOL

Position: Striker

Signed from: Free transfer
Bio: Promising young striker who arrived at Kenilworth
Road following his release by Wycombe Wanderers in the
summer, Was immediately loaned out to Boreham Wood,
in the Conference South for the whole of this coming
season. Spent a successful loan spell with Wood last term
and began his career as a youngster at Tottenham.

8 www.lutontown.co.uk F} 5cebook.com/lutontown
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iITube channel at

www.youtube.com/lutontown

Player really is the hest way to keep up lo
date with everything at Kenillworth Road with
the bigpest chanpe from previous seasons in
Ihe Conterence being exclusive online match
commentary. Player s the only way that you'll

be able 1o listen to commentary online through

your compuler or mohile device this season

with the Hatiers back in the Footbal! League.
A number of previous subscribers have

retumed to the new improved wvidco senice

and if you are wondenng what complementary

senices the videp subscription site,

www. hatlersplayer.co.uk, provides

in addiuon 1o the official website.,

www. lutontown . co.uk, on a malchday,

we have provided a taster below.

POST -MATCH REAC'HON

STAY IN TGUCH AND HELP THE
HATTERS TOO

SIGN UP NOW AND EN]OY ALL THIS...

« Live audis Comunenitarny

s Works un Mat and PC worldeade

o Home inaich sl edended h ghlignts
» [aciusive news and intemness
* High quality 1ME Flash stream

¢ Sec all premium eontent ad lre
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jdfootball.co.uk

JD Football will bring you exclusive videos, interviews and
competitions, alongside the very latest Football news.
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BUILDING THE FOUNDATION OF FOOTBALL

Since 2000 the Football Foundation afifits funders have
invested in £1 billion worth of grassroots'projeets. This is
providing quality playing surfaces and changing rooms for
communities across the country — helping to increase
participation and supporting player development. ..
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¥ @FootbaliFoundtn

[ > | Yautube.conuFoothn:an

B flickr.comifootballfoundation

M linkedin.comifootball-foundation

www.footbalffoundation.org.uk
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|ohn Still is sponsated by: Thompsons Accountants and Country Properties (Hitchin)

What pleased me was our organisation and
competitiveness and the way we dug in well when they
got into the ascendency.

They hit the post and Mark Tyler's made a good
save but other than that we didn't think Carlisle posed
us too many problems and as time tcked down we
had severs! opportunities ourselves to put the game
beyond doubt.

All in all | was absolutely delighted with the resuit
and the performance against a very good side who |
believe will be up there come the end of the season.

Winning the first game of the season was nice to
give the whole foothall club a boost and | would like to
thank everybody invoived — on and off the pitch — for
their hard work which enabled us to kick start the
campaign with such a good result.

This evening we entertain Swindon Town, a side from
the level above, so it goes without saying how tough
the challenge is going 1o be.

| know Mark Cooper very well and | have admired the
job he has done at the County Ground. Succeeding
Paolo Di Canio was a challenge in itself. They enjoyed
a decent season last year, just missing out on the
Play-Offs.

While tonight’s tie will be tough, | hope that in games
like this — and throughout the League campaign — our
players leam from coming up against better quality
opposition. Last season our players overcame so many
different hurdles and subseguently leamed from them
to make them better players.

Tonight's match is also this club’s first home maich
back as a Football League club and | hope that we can
get off to a good start in front of the home supporters
here at Kenilworth Road. The backdrop of our season
last term was our tremendous home form.

“WE WANT OUR
BECOME A FEATURE
OF THE SEASON
AHEAD ONCE MORE
AND A POSITIVE

RESULT TONIGHT

PERFECT START”

We made this place a fortress, and while we had a
little blip towards the end of the season, by and large
our performances at home were fantastic.

Clubs came to Kenilworth Road knowinf they had 10
be on their game to get a result because our strength,
quality, attitude and support was alvays in our favour.

We want our home form to become a feature of the
season ahead once more and a positive result tonight
would be the perfect start.

On Saturday we play our first home game back in the
Football League against AFC Wimbledon which | am
sure is going to be one incredible occasion. IU's a game
| know a lot of peopie are looking forward to - me
included - and I'm sure it will be a day to savour.

A lot has happened over the course of pre-season
and | will fill you in more about that in my notes at the
weekend.

Until then, please get behind us this evening.
Remember this is your team and you are a parn o
team. Your support can - and has in the past
a difference.

Enjoy the game.

f our
make

07482 452951



We've all been through it 2 bit as Luton fans in the last
eight years or so and this marks the start of a whole new
era for our football club.

It was a terific start to the season on Saturday at
Carlisle, boosted by superb support of more than 1,000
of our fans making the 500-mile round-trip. However, |
have a confession 1o make...My son Tim and | got stuck
in horrendous traffic on the M6. We finally arrived at
twenty-to-four so we missed the goal! Having seen it on
television, though, what a good one it was, and what an
excellent niard-working performance from the team as a
whole. Really encouraging!

Tonight is the first time for the majonity of Hatters fans
to see the side that John Stifl has assembled for the
League 2 season.

And | would first like to congratulate Steve McNulty on
being appointed captain. What a great choice — he's a
real leader out there on the field, whether he’s wearing
the armband or not.

Secondly, | would like to weicome the new boys
who've helped create a real buzz around the place. It's

fantastic 1o see Andy Drury back, who was so popular and
effective last time around, plus newcomers Paul Connolly,

Mark Onyemah, Chariie Walker, Lee Angol (who is now
on-loan at Boreham Wood and scored on Saturday),
Luke Wilkinson, Ricky Miller, Curtley Williams and Ross

Lafayette. | wish them all a long and successful stay here

at Kenilworth Road.
Also, I'd like to make a special mention of Danny

6

Fitzsimons, who's fit again after such a wretched time
with injury last season, and wish him all the best this time
around, as well as saying how good it is to see Jonathan
Smith and Luke Gutiridge out on the pitch again,

Today means so much to Luton fans, doesn't it? For
the youngsters, this may be their first season of watching
Football League action at Kenilworth Road. For those of
more mature years, it s such a relief to be back where
we belong and with a burning ambition to rise further up
the pyramid.

It also means we are in the Johnstone's Paint Trophy
again, having never had the chance to defend it after that
wonderful day at Wembiley back in 2009, and, of course,
we are back in the Football League Cup, which tonight
means we welcome Swindon Town.

Swindon have glorious memories of this particular
competition, just as we do. Back in 1969, as a Third
Division club, they pulled off onie of the biggest shocks in
the history of any cup when they beat the mighty Arsenal
3-1 in the League Cup final at Wembley.

I remember it well, particulariy the brilliance of Don
Rogers. | also recall how awful the pitch was.
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A SELL-OUT CROWD AND A MASSIVE OUTPOURING OF EMOTION IS SURE TO BE THE
ORDER OF THE DAY ON SATURDAY WHEN THE HATTERS HOST AEC WIMBLEDON IN
THE TOWN'S FIRST GAME AT KENILWORTH ROAD BACK IN THE FOOTBALL LEAGUE.

And, let's not forget Saturday’s encounter will also be
the first time the two clubs have met since the Wombles'
penaity shooctout victory over the Town at the City of
Manchester Stadium in the 2011 Conference Play-Off
finai.

A lot has changed at both clubs since that day in
Manchester. Both managers in charge of that match
have now moved on, as have a number of players. Mark
Tyler, Jake Howells and Alex Lawless are the only three
players still in the Town squad from that aftermoon of
disappointment at Kenilworth Road.

The Dons, now under the tutelage of Neal Ardiey, are
enjoying their fourth season in the Football League. AFC
have never finished higher than 16th piace in League
2 - achieved in their debut season in the League — and in
their last two campaigns the Dons have finished in 20th
position in League 2.

But hopes are high at Kingsmeadow that Ardiey’s side
can make the step up 1o League 1 for the first time in the
club’s short history.

The squad and summer afrivals have certainly pigued
the Dons faithful's belief of a successful campaign and
the Town will certainly need 1o he aware of prolific striker
Matt Tubbs, who arrived on a season-long loan from
Boumemouth this summer.

s www. lutontown. co.uk

ﬁ facebook.com/lutontown

The diminutive striker fired Crawley to the Conference
titie in 2010711 with 40 goals and has previously netied
against the Town whilst with Salisbury.

i P

However, Tubbs — who netied on his debut for the Dons
in their 2-2 draw with Shrewsbury on Saturday - isn't the
only danger in the Dons squad. Ardiey’s group contain a
pletiiora of expenienced heads, including striker Adebayo
Akinfenwa, Dannie Bulman, Andy Frampton and Sammy
Moore.

The Dons’ were comprehensively beaten the last time
they set foot inside Kenilworth Road back in 2010/11
with the Hatters winning 3-0 in front of the live Premier
Sports cameras.

On that Friday night goals from Zdenek Kroca, George
Pilkington and Matthew Bames-Homer were enough to
give the Town all three points.

That remains the only time the Hatters have beaten
the Dons. Teke away the Play-Off final and Saturday’s
visitors have only beaten the Town once. That also came
at Kenilworth Road in February 2010 when Danny Kedwell
hit the winning goal.

If you cast your mind back even further back the Town
and Wimbledon faced each other on the opening day of
the Conference season back in 2009/10 - 3 game that
ended in 1-1 draw.

As highlighted on page 11, we are urging all supporiers
1o dress in orange and create a Wall of Colour to welcome
the Town back home to the Football League. So make
Sure you don - no pun intended — your orange shiris,
hats and wigs and be 3 pant of what promises iobe 3
fascinating aftemoon inside Kenilworth Road.

AFC WIMBLEDON
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t's been a long time in coming, but Hatters are finally
back where they belong in the Football League.
Fans are already starting to enjoy all the trappings that
go with it, increased media coverage, being part
of the Football League Show, not having
to worry if Wrexham are winning or not
any more,
It was definitely a case of new
season, same old story for
Hatters at the weekend though
as they carried on exactly
where they left off.
Against a much stronger
opposition than they had
come against at any siage
during their Conference title
success, Town showed hugely
promising signs for the campaign
ahead.

Solid and committed in defence with
some lovely pass and move football on display too,
boosted by a huge away following, it was as if Hatters
had never been away.

More importantly, with some key players to come
back, in the shape of Luke Guttridge, Jonathan Smith
and Alex Lawiess, there's rightly an air of increasing
optimism at Kenilworth Road.

It's worth remembering too that there were a number
of Football League debuts out there for the likes of Alex
Lacey, Matt Robinson and Jim Stevenson, and these
players can only get better with the exposure.

Looking at the squad John Still has put together this
year, he managed to cover all the areas he was wishing
to strengthen.

The departure of leading scorer Andre Gray to
Brentiord was unavoidable, but somewhat inevitable
after a prolific campaign where he bagged 30 goals.

Ross Lafayette, Ricky Miller and Charlie Walker have
all come in with the hopes of replacing Gray, but | think
this will finally the time for Mark Cullen to step into the
spotlight.

A run of games at the end of last season
showed what he can do when given
the chance, while although the
, bookies would disagree, his pre-
season form hinted he could
well be the man to watch
this term.

Saturday's goal was
another example, as yes it
was a lap-in, but he was
the one who had made
the run to make it look as

simple as it eventually was.
Still clearly has faith in his
three year deal in the summer,
Finally, the choice of Steve
McNulty as a captain, although not
unexpected, is an excellent decision by
the boss too.

You only had to take a look at any game last season
to see that aithough Ronnie Henry had the ammband,
McNulty's leadership qualities shone through on the
pitch,

He demands incredible respect from the rest of the
squad and will relish the increased challenges that
come from playing against higher standard opponents
this year.

So get ready to enjoy the ride again this year, as after
tonight, Hatters welcome AFC Wimbledon and Bury to
Kenilworth Road.

When you think it could still be Altrincham and
Nuneaton, that definitely sounds good!
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Mark Tyler Wes Foderingham George Barker

rraser Fra Ross Lafayetle Nathan Thompson Louis Thompson

Danny Fitzsimons Ricky Miller Nathan Byme Mathew Jones

Jonathan Smith Shaun Whalley Massimo Luongo Darren Ward
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Stephen McNulty
Alex Lacey
Alex Lawless
Andy Drury
Paul Benson
Alex Wall
Jake Howells
Scott Griffiths
Mark Cullen
Andy Parry
Luke Rooney

Elliot Justham
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Luke Guttridge
Matthew Robinson
Curtley Williams
Jim Stevenson
Paul Connolly
Luke Wilkinson
Brett Longden
Mark Onyemah
Zane Banton
Charlie Walker
Charlie Smith

lan Rees

Ben Gladwin
Yaser Kasim
Michael Smith
Andy Wilkams
Josh Lelan

Connor Waldon
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Ryan Harley

TONIGHT'S OFFICIALS

@Paul Tierney @ Anthony Coggins o Matt Foley o Mathew Bounassisi

NEXT UP

v AFC WIMBLEDON e SATURDAY 16th AUGUST 2014 o 3pm e SKY BET LEAGUE 2
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Jack Barthram
Curtis Da Costa
Tyrell Belford
Anton Rodgers
Josue Antonio
Raphael Branco

Harry Agombar
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